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Jurisdictions vary in terms of whether the statement must be made in person or in writing, 
whether it is given directly by the victim (or his or her family) or the prosecutor, and exactly 
when the statement may be given. Statements are included in the pre-sentence report given to 
the judge, and they influence the criminal justice system beyond the trial or guilty plea. The 
statement is placed in the offender’s file for consideration at any parole hearings (if applicable).

Victim Impact Statement by Jennifer Schuett
Jennifer Schuett was denied the possibility of giving a victim impact statement when 

Dennis Bradford hung himself in jail before he was scheduled to appear before a judge. 
Jennifer waited close to 20 years to give her prepared statement and was emotionally 
devastated when Bradford’s suicide robbed her of that chance. For Jennifer, it was as if he 
had victimized her one last time. Though she did not have the opportunity to read her 
statement in court, on August 10, 2010, the 20th anniversary of her victimization, Jennifer 
read her victim impact statement at Bradford’s gravesite. The text of her statement fol-
lows. (This Victim Impact Statement is reprinted with permission from Jennifer Schuett. 
For more information, visit www.justiceforjennifer.com.)

DENNIS BRADFORD.

I waited nineteen years, 2 months, and 3 days to find out your last name and for 
you to be caught. I knew your first name was Dennis, because you told me before you 
raped and attempted to murder me on August 10, 1990. When you cut my throat 
from ear to ear, you assumed that I’d die, or if I lived, I wouldn’t be able to talk. Well, 
you chose the wrong little forty-five pound, eight-year-old girl to try and murder 
because for nineteen years, I’ve thought of you every single day and helped in searching 

CONTEMPLATING CAREERS

Attorney
Are you detail oriented, ethical, and organized? 

Do you honor deadlines, write impeccably, and follow 
directions well? Are you just a little bit competitive? If 
you answer yes to these questions, you may want to 
consider a career as an attorney.

While it is fashionable (and boring) to crack 
jokes about attorneys, attorneys are hard-working, 
precise, and intelligent and use these skills to ensure 
the rights of people are honored. The information in 
this chapter shows many roles an attorney can take: 
private defense counsel, public defender, prosecu-
tor, and even judge. Not mentioned in this chapter 
are the many roles an attorney may hold outside of 
criminal trials. To become an attorney, students need 

to graduate with a 4-year college degree. Next, stu-
dents study for the LSAT, which is a standardized 
exam required for admission to all American Bar 
Association–approved law schools. After accep-
tance into law school, students work hard read-
ing, researching case law, writing legal briefs, and 
attending classes. This diligent work pays off after 
3 years when students are awarded a law degree. 
The next step is to take and pass the state bar exam. 
Once passed, one is a certified lawyer.

Career Video:
A clerk for the court of appeals discusses his experience and 
current issues in the field.

CASE STUDY

Guest Video:
Interviews with case study 
participants




